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illinois roundtable





AGENDA

ILERT Member Meeting

1. Welcome & Introductions

Chair Lindley called the meeting to order at 10:08
Members Present:
Represented By:

LUDA
Diane Rutledge

IARSS
Mark Jontry

IASBO
Mike Jacoby
IASB
Cynthia Woods

ISBE (Advisory Member)
Suzie Morrison
VOICE
Michelle Zeko 

HSDO




Paul Swanstrom and Kevin O’Mara
IASPA
Randy Davis
ED-RED
Erika Lindley

LEND/SCOPE
Margaret Longo, Peg Agnos
BHE (Advisory Member)
Debbie Meisner-Bertauski

IEA




Audrey Soglin
IPA
Jason Leahy
IFT




Ava Harston

INSPRA
Bridgette McGuiggan (phone)
IAASE
Jimmy Gunnel (phone)

Members Not Present:

EDO





IASA


Others Present:

Dave Urbanek, TRS Public Information Officer
2. Approval of Minutes [attachment]
· 8-15-11 Minutes: Motion by VOICE, Second by LUDA.  Unanimous Approval
3. Membership Updates [attachment]
None presented.

4. Officer Reports


· Treasurer’s Report and Financial Update [Mark]
· Current balance is $18,019.20
· Since last meeting:  $500 each for SIUC Law Conference and Dyslexic Conference.
5. TRS Presentation [Dave Urbanek]

Dave Urbanek, Public Information Officer for TRS presented on the state of pensions in Illinois.  
The overview included a description of current assets ($37.1B against $4.5B in benefits paid).  Revenue for the last year was $10.5B.  Total membership = 362,967 with 101,288 benefit recipients with an average pension of $46,452.

The economic impact of pension payments to retirees is estimated to be in excess of $4B annually and contributing to more than 30,000 jobs in Illinois.  97% of retirees receive a pension of less than $100,000 (56% less than $50,000).  

Current cost of pensions in 2012 is $1.7B or 17.8% of total salaries of TRS members.  Members pay more than half at 9.4%.  Remaining 8.4% is split between state, school districts and investment income.  $11.6B is current funding outstanding from the state.  over 2/3s of current state contribution is for prior underfunding.  FY 2011 the TRS investment return was 23.6%.
SB 512:  TRS actuaries estimate the additional cost to the state to be $63B whereas COGFA estimates a $47B savings.  The bill was developed without regard ot existing provisions in the state pension code.  The “money purchase option” is key.  When retiring there are two calculations and the bill eliminates this option.  Also requires additional funding in the initial years ($1.9B from 2013 to 2019). Not an immediate savings.

Constitutional problems:  Illinois courts have ruled seven times that pensions cannot be changed midstream. Courts have ruled in the past that an increase in participant cost for the same benefits is actually a “dimminishment” of benefits and therefor is a violation of the impariment clause of the constitution.
ERO sunset is targeted for 2013.  An acutarial report will be produced in  2012.  If not extended, TRS will have to refund .4% to all participants who have contributed.

Three messages that IEA and IFT have had success communicating are:

1. Teachers have already paid their share

2. This is their life savings

3. Teachers do not get Social Security
TRS is working on a public pension defense kit for the spring 2012 session.

Further information:  Dave will forward his presentation slides and Audrey will forward a presentation that has been prepared for teachers.
6. ILERT Legislative Event [Erika and Diane]
Erika and Diane updated the members on a plan to return to the Inn at 835 for February 22nd.  A one-hour cocktail reception would be followed by dinner.  The Governor’s budget address will be that same day.  ISBE Board meeting is also scheduled for the 22nd by v-tel however, with the Governor’s address as well as this event, ISBE thought that most board members would make the trip to Springfield. (HSD also has a retreat on the 21st and 22nd and will promote attendance)

Program would surround what reforms have already been passed and current progress toward implementation.  PERA, SB7, etc.  Darren Riesburg has agreed to provide an overview.  Several school districts would be asked to speak about the impact locally.
We will work with the Education Caucus to help promote the event.

Could also honor some of the retiring members who have served on education committees.

The idea of having a district at each table to talk with legislators was discussed.  Focus would be on getting representation of both admin and teacher to speak to the legislators about implementation.

Sponsorship:  for the prior event there were several sponsors to help defer the cost of the event.  Consensus among ILERT members was to not pursue sponsorship for this event as our balance is sufficient cover the cost.  the 2009 event cost was about $8,500.
7. ILERT priority issues for 2011-2012 [Erika]
· Transportation Formula and Mandate Reform

In anticipation of ISBE reviewing the current transportation formula and other mandates, ILERT expressed interested in developing a working group to assist and aksed Susie to communicate that to Chris Koch for feedback.
· Report Card Reform Update

New format has passed both house and senate.  ILERT will draft a letter addressing ongoing concerns and invite ISBE and P-20 Council sub-committee members to report and update in February.
· ROE Funding

Legislation passed for a one year of funding through PPRT.  The commission will likely be convened. Three regions are without a regional superintendent.  No information yet on who will fill the positions.  County board chair appoints someone to fill the current term. ILERT members supported the role of IARSS to submit a plan for ROE oversight for the newly formed commission to review.
8. ISBE Update [Susie]
Susie reiterated their concern that had been expressed regarding the potential loss of ROEs.  Glad to see it moving forward.
New board chair, Gary Chico has been appointed and confirmed.  He is very supportive of the agency and has good relationships throughout the state.

The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC), the multi-state assessment consortium of which Illinois is a Governing State, has released the Model Content Frameworks that will be used to guide and develop items and the design for the new assessments to be administered in 2014-15.
The Model Content Framework was developed by writers of the Common Core and state content experts, with valuable feedback from more than 1,000 teachers, principals, superintendents and others who responded during the August public comment period. The frameworks are currently in English Language Arts and Math and are intended to be flexible and adaptive to on-going input and future changes to the standards. While the main purpose for the Model Content Frameworks is to provide guidance to development of the assessments, they can also be a valuable tool as content is developed and districts put in place curriculum to meet the Common Core. Access to the frameworks is at www.parcconline.org/parcc-content-frameworks 

Grants for implementation of the common core standards are moving forward.  Bloomington and Normal are pilot schools. Focus will be on what really works for teachers.  

Several open vacancies are posted:  PARCC Coordinator (assessment background and understanding of Illinois education system), District Liaison (John Perkin’s position) will focus on coordination of agency services and current oversight relationsips, Asst Superintendent over Data and Assessment Systems (coordinates all systems internally).
Early Learning challenge grant has been submitted – waiting for response.

RTT3 has been submitted. If received, money must be allocated by the end of December.

ESEA Waiver Application.  ISBE staff are recommending a value tables growth model.  Would only impact ISAT.  The application will be developed with input from practitioners.  First group of teachers will meet on November 29th.  They will review options and assist in putting forth the best application.  Not sure there is sufficient infrastructure in place to receive approval.  Must have alignment between ISAT and PSAE.  Week of December 15th a broader group will be convened. Target for completed application is early February.
9. State Budget Update [All]
Jason reported on the $1.8M funding request for principal mentorship. 

Still waiting for final word on trasportation.  ISBE is conducting hearings for 2013.  IAASE is still studying collapsing current special education funding lines.  Will be meeting this week.
11. PEAC Update [Diane]
Diane updated ILERT on the progress of the Performance Evaluation Advisory Committee has been meeting for 20 months.  Rules will be before ISBE this Friday. Members are encouraged to weigh in during the public comment period.  Parallel will be the RFP analysis for training with a goal to have training begin in the spring of 2012.
Implementation of principal performance evaluations is in place this year.  All principals must be evaluated by March 1st.  Rules that have been submitted address some of the unique issues surrouning the timing and application of performance measures to principal evaluation.  
13. New Business:

· Review Policy Briefs [Attachment]

2010 Policy Briefs were developed for distribution to legislators.  Suggestion is that individuals take a section and work on updating:

Members suggest adding Transportation, Student Safety and Security, Ed Reform Implementation, Technology as well as broader school funding issues (i.e. PTELL double whammy, poverty grant, proration of GSA, declining EAV, etc)
Erika will define new headings and suggest assignments for updating.  
14. Miscellaneous 
Sponsorship opportunities – how do we decide?  Focus on mission and situtions where there is an opportunity to bring focus to ILERT.  No partisan events.  

Debbie Meisner-Bertauski informed members about performance funding proposals for colleges and universities and statewide concern about winners and losers associated with the variables that would impact funding.
15. Future Meeting Dates
· Feb 13, 2012
· Feb 22, 2012 ILERT Legislative Event
· May 14, 2012
Member Meeting


Monday November 14, 2011


10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.


(Lunch Included) 





ROE 17


905 N. Main St.


Normal, IL 61761


309.888.5120





MINUTES











